
  
 

Highlights: 
 

Prague: 

New Town & Old Town, St. 
Vitus Cathedral, the Strahov 

Monastery 

Cracow: 

Wawel Castle: UNESCO World 
Heritage site, Church of St. 
Mary’s, Monument to the 

Heroes of the Jewish Ghetto 

Warsaw: 

The Royal Castle, National 
Museum of Warsaw, Łazienki 

Park 

Berlin: 

The Museum Island, Sanssouci 
and  Wörlitz Garden Realm - 

UNESCO World Heritage sites, 
Topography of Terror. 

 (day-by-day itinerary and more 
details on reverse side) 

 
 

(day-by-day itinerary and more 
details on reverse side) 

 
Priority application 

deadline:  
February 7, 2014 

 
Estimated Cost: 

$3,750 
with scholarship* 

(*see reverse side for eligibility 
information and what’s included) 

 

Eligibility:  
Good academic standing 

 
For application and further 

information, contact: 
 

Dr. Agnieszka Whelan  
Art History Program 
1100 Diehn Fine and 

Performing Arts Building, tel. 
757-683-4772 

awhelan@odu.edu 
 

or 
 

Office of Study Abroad 
2006 Dragas Hall 

757-683-5378 
studyabroad@odu.edu 

 
 

Summer 2014 
Art &Architecture of Central Europe: 

Restoration, Identity and Survival 

May 12-May 26 
 

ARTH 395, 3 credits▲ 
 Prof. Agnieszka Whelan 

 

 

This course will take students to the great cities of Central Europe: Berlin, Prague, 

Warsaw and Cracow. We will see spectacular palaces and museums, cathedrals and 

royal castles. We will visit UNESCO World Heritage sites in Wörlitz, Sanssouci, Cracow 

and Warsaw. In all these places we will study the key works of art and architecture and 

we will learn how they contributed to the heated debates on national identity. We will 

appreciate how the historical restoration of architecture brought both unity and division, 

how monuments were raised, destroyed and raised again and how gardens and 

designed nature were incorporated into the discourse on national legacy. We will meet 

with art historians who devote themselves to the preservation of the cultural heritage and 

we will realize that the restoration debate is not a new phenomenon but has always been 

relevant. In Cracow we will study the medieval city which was spared from bombing, we 

will learn how its monuments were looted and then restored after the war. We will 

address the ideas behind the creation of architectural memorials in Prague and Berlin 

and will contrast them with the restoration of the living Jewish community in Cracow. We 

will study the completely rebuilt Warsaw Old Town and the Royal Castle as an 

expression of the famous Polish School of Conservation. In Berlin we will ask why some 

buildings, like Gedächtniskirche have been left as memorial ruins, while others, like the 

completely demolished German royal palace are currently being rebuilt. The Berlin royal 

palace is a good an example of the complexity of the restoration debate. It was blown up 

by the communist authorities in 1950 who built the East German Parliament in its place. 

After Unification this building was demolished in 2008 and all its communist associations 

obliterated. Significantly, the “new royal palace”, an expression of recovered German 

past will be reconstructed by an Italian architect, and it will house the museum of non-

western art. These and other complex visual matters of identity, restoration and survival 

will be the main focus for the course. 

 

Students must register and pay for summer 2014 credit to participate in this program. 

Old Dominion University 
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Tenative Itinerary* 

12 May: Depart Norfolk for Prague.  

13 May: Arrival in Prague; visit to the Old 

and New Town, Josefov – the Jewish 

Quarter, Spanish Synagogue.  

14 May: St. Vitus Cathedral, Prague Castle, 

Convent of St. Agnes of Bohemia. 

15 May: Strahov Monastery, leave for 

Cracow on an overnight train. 

16 May: Church of St. Mary and altarpiece 

by Veit Stoss, visit to the Czartoryski 

Museum and Archives, meeting with art 

historians. 

17 May: Wawel Castle, Cathedral and the 

Royal Necropolis, UNESCO World Heritage 

Site, Jewish Quarter Kazimierz, its 

synagogues and memorials.  

18 May: Free day, in the evening leaving 

Cracow for Warsaw. 

19 May: the Old and the New Town, the 

Royal Castle, UNESCO World Heritage site. 

The Royal Route, Łazienki Park. 

20 May: National Museum, Palace of 

Culture and Science, Monument to the 

Warsaw Uprising, Warsaw MOMA. 

21 May: Free day, leaving for Berlin on an 

evening train. 

22 May: Reichstag, Brandenburg Gate, 

Potsdammer Platz, East Side Gallery (Berlin 

Wall), Jewish Museum and Garden, 

Topography of Terror. 

23 May: Sanssouci, UNESCO World 

Heritage site 

24 May: Wörlitz Garden Realm, UNESCO 

World Heritage site. 

25 May: Museum Island, UNESCO World 

Heritage site. 

26 May: Departure for Norfolk and arrival in 

Norfolk. 

*Subject to Change: The Office of Study Abroad reserves 

the right to make changes to a program in light of 

currency fluctuations, changing security and safety 

conditions, or any other unforeseen circumstances. 

 

Faculty Leader 

 

Dr. Agnieszka Whelan is an art 
historian with an interest in the 
places and imagery which shape 
public attitudes to historic events, 
commemoration and preservation. 
Her research is devoted to these 
issues primarily in the case of 
Polish gardens of the 
Enlightenment. She teaches a 
variety of courses in history of art at 
Old Dominion University. 

 

 
 
 

Cost includes:  Airfare from/to Norfolk, airport transfers, additional 
ground transportation, accommodations, all breakfasts, entrance 
fees, study abroad fee, travel and health insurance. 
 
Not included:  ODU tuition for 3 credits (participants are required 
to register for credit), meals (other than those indicated above), and 
expenses of a personal nature. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Royal Castle, Warsaw, 1945 

 

 
Royal Castle, Warsaw, restored 1971-2009 

 
Estimated cost without scholarship:  $4,150.  For some students, regular 
student financial aid support can be increased due to the additional cost of 
studying abroad.  See the Office of Study Abroad for a program budget and 
referral to Student Financial Aid staff who assist study abroad students. 
 
Note: to qualify for summer aid, undergraduate students must enroll in at least 3 
additional credit hours; graduate students need only enroll for 3 credit hours to receive 
financial aid during the summer 
 
Payment Schedule: $300 deposit upon application; first half payment due February 
14, 2014 and second half payment due by March 21, 2014. 

 

Old Dominion University 
 

*ODU scholarships:  Dean’s Education Abroad Awards are available for 
the first 8 qualified students accepted for this program.  Eligibility: Full-
time ODU student, 2.5 GPA or higher, approval of participation by the 
Office of Study Abroad and the program’s faculty leader. Deadline for 
scholarship application for this program is February 7, 2014. If you are 
eligible, the scholarship award will be credited to your student account 
sometime in the summer. The Office of Study Abroad handles these 
arrangements and will notify you via email. If you do not owe the 
university any money a refund check will be issued by the Office of 
Finance and  

  
 
 


